Vascular liver diseases.
This article reviews the primary circulatory liver diseases, which include Budd-Chiari syndrome, obstruction of the hepatic portion of the inferior vena cava, portal vein thrombosis, sinusoidal obstruction syndrome (veno-occlusive disease), nodular regenerative hyperplasia, and peliosis hepatis. In addition, two systemic cardiovascular diseases that impair hepatic circulation, ischemic hepatitis and congestive hepatopathy, are briefly discussed. A characteristic of the primary circulatory liver diseases is that portal hypertension usually precedes liver dysfunction; however, this is not the case with the primary parenchymal liver diseases, in which liver dysfunction always progresses before portal hypertension is manifested. Significant overlap exists among the diseases and risk factors that predispose patients to the primary circulatory liver diseases, though the pathogenesis of individual diseases varies.